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I believe that the integration of  Disaster Risk Reduction 
strategies into our development initiatives must necessarily 
involve actively the local communities.

Another area that perhaps needs greater attention relates to 
arrangements for providing funds to people so that they are able 
to cope with the losses they suffer due to natural disasters. The 
current systems, particularly at the national level, lack 
institutional incentives and do not promote mechanisms such as 
risk insurance and contingent credit facilities. The development 

of  such ex-ante arrangements is particularly important because they typically serve as a 
primary source of  immediate funding that would reduce human suffering economic losses and 
fiscal pressures in the aftermath of  natural disasters. I hope to see some good suggestions in 
this regard emerging from this important conference. 

Managing disasters is necessarily a collaborative and complex exercise, involving not only 
several Departments of  the Government at the Centre but also State and local Governments, 
CSOs, local communities and the people at large. I believe that while we have made 
encouraging progress in recent years in putting in place institutions and mechanisms for 
disaster prevention and mitigation, we have still a large distance to travel. As you embark on 
this exercise to find ways and means of  strengthening our capacities and capabilities for 
managing disasters, I wish you all the best in your efforts.”

– Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of  India during his Inaugural speech at NPDRR.

Considering the loss of  lives and scale of  damages that have 
occurred in the past, it has become essential to formulate 
concrete strategies to reduce vulnerability and losses arising from 
a possible disaster striking in any area. The solution lies in having 
an informed community and to bring in strict adoption and 
enforcement of  hazard resistant design, techniques. We need to 
have financial and insurance solutions in place to financially 
protect the communities, critical infrastructure and development. 
We need to take 4 rapid strides in the area of  application of  
science and technology, early warning systems and capacity 
development as well. 

I am hopeful that the platform will provide an excellent opportunity for experts and 
practitioners who are working on various aspects of  DRR and recovery to deliberate on best 
practices, critical issues, support new initiatives, and improve our understanding of  the subject 
through exchange of  knowledge and ideas. We have to take measures to ensure that disaster 
risk reduction actually becomes an integral part of  our planning process. We need to take 
concerted measures to use latest technology to provide timely and useful information at the 
community level. We have to realize that a lakh of  rupees spent in prevention of  disasters is 
worth ten lak rupees that would be needed after a disaster. 

– Sushil Kumar Shinde, Home Miniter of  India
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The NDMA has set itself  an agenda to bring out a paradigm 
shift in DM- from a recue-relief  centric approach to a holistic 
approach covering all aspects of  DM  including prevention, 
preparedness and mitigation; besides rehabilitation and 
reconstruction. The change in mindset, is very important for this 
shift, is solowly but surely becoming evident at all levels of  
political leadership and administrative hierarchy. Last year, a 
Parliamentary Forum on Disaster Management was set for the 
first time. This permeated into the community for which greater 
efforts would be required to generate public awareness in a big 
way.

NDMA is engaged with the Planning Commission from the 10th plan period onwards on how 
best DRR can be mainstreamed into development planning. The Approach Paper to the 12th 
Five-year plan was titled “Faster, Sustainable and Inclusive Growth”. To achieve this we have 
to fully realise that when disasters strike it's the poorest of  the poor who suffer the most, 
Therefore, DRR assumes paramount importance. Planning for inclusive growth is must factor 
in DRR. There will be huge amounts invested by the public and private sectors during the next 
five years; thus DRR must be mainstreamed appropriately. 

Two plenary sessions and six parallel sessions covering various important subjects have been 
planned for today and tomorrow. The First Session of  the NPDRR is extremely important to 
set a road map for achieving the objectives that we have set for ourselves. 

– M. Shashidhar Reddy, Vice Chairman, NDMA

We must force our actions and involvement of  people at local 
level so that people are not only informed but also realize the 
importance of  necessary steps for preparedness against local 
hazards.  

– Anil Sinha,
Bihar State Disaster Management Authority (BSDMA)

The participation of  children revealed very fruitful in my village. 
Village gram panchayat accepted our issues related to education 
and vulnerability reduction. We are now allowed to raise our 
points in every gram sabha for at least 10 minutes. I encourage 
all stakeholders to do same in your development meetings. 

– Aniket,
Standard 9, Bal Panchayat President, Khagaria, Bihar
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The NSSP is one of  good initiatives by GoI. The programme is 
focused on earthquake. The involved agencies and stakeholders 
should initiate the efforts to cover other hazards too. Enhancing 
preparedness is a key component where children have greater 
role to play. It is our responsibility to ensure participation of  
children and build preparedness among children. 

– G. Padmanabhan,
Emergency Analyst, UNDP, India

The risk in urban area rapidly increasing. My school friends and I 
are involved in the DRR teams. We are involved in the risk 
assessment process to identify risks and taking adequate steps 
for risk reduction.

– Karishma,
12th Std., Government High School,

North East Delhi

Children Coalition India agencies are leading the process for 
inclusion of  children. Our country is vulnerable to disasters. We 
have to constantly emphasis on the inclusion of  children; 
ultimately children are not only tomorrow's leaders but also 
today's.

– Latha Caleb, Director of  Programmes,

Save the Children, India

The participation of  children in DRR should be our priority. This 
is very important as children, by both in their vulnerability as 
potential victims of  disasters due to climate change and; in their 
role as prospective and even current change-agents. Two things 
need to happen: climate change adaptation efforts needs to be 
made to protect communities, and climate change mitigation 
efforts needs to be advanced, including educating children to be 
environmentally responsible leaders. The participation of  children 
in NPDRR is a very important step. DRR agencies should address 
the issues that resulted from discussion at NPDRR.

– Mihir R. Bhatt, AIDMI
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Children are the change makers in our society. We all together 
need to promote safe and secure environment for education to 
children. Through NSSP, we are spreading the importance of  
risk reduction efforts in school with the involvement of  multiple 
stakeholders. 

– Ms. Naghma Firdaus,
NDMA

Due to high vulnerability to disasters, it is expected that any 
disaster will leave high impact on children. Building resilience in 
children, communities and reducing their vulnerability to 
disasters has therefore become even more imperative. ASDMA 
is actively taking different actions to build capacity of  
stakeholders including , schools, hospitals, apartments, 
government offices. The participation of  citizens are given high 
importance in the process.         – Ms. Nandita Hazarika,

Assam State Disaster Management Authority

We are thankful to agencies to involve us. Creating supportive 
environment is the first and big step for active participation of  
children at local level. 

– Prakash,
Sharda School, Delhi.

Useful experience was shared by children who participated in 
GEMEx. We must promote and ensure the participation of  
children for effective emergency management and risk reduction. 

– Shri Prithibi Majhi,
Minister Revenue and Disaster Management, Assam
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We are applying all that we learn to reduce risk and protect 
environment in Sundarbans. We realized that there is lot needs to 
be done, especially for environment protection.

– Pushpendu,
West Bengal

We have faith in children and act as our partners. We encourage 
to share your experience and learning with society. We are 
thankful to NIDM, NDMA and Government of  India for 
focusing on children in the first session on NPDRR.  

– Ray Kancharla,
Emergency Manager, Save the Children India

Children face risks in the school and other places in the society. 
They have the potential to contribute towards effective risk 
reduction. I learnt a lot from children in the field of  disaster risk 
reduction.      

– Prof. Santosh Kumar,
NIDM

Let's make our work simple so that children have interest in 
DRR learning. There is still we need to learn the ways which 
result into effective plan and response to the needs of  the 
children in emergencies.

– Sarabjit Singh Sahota,
Unicef
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This is a historic moment in the field of  DRR for India. We are 
putting our efforts to ensure that all stakeholders hear the voices 
of  children and apply it in their work.  

– Dr. Satendra Kumar, ED,

National Institute of  Disaster Management

The community based approach must involve and ensure 
participation of  children at local level. 

– Satyajit,
Standard 8, Odisha

Children are the one who knows existing real risks in the area. 
The participation of  children in risk identification to risk 
management in our area was very effective. It is important to 
address day-to-day risk situation faced by local people. 

– Uma and Azad, Member of  DRR Group,

Sharda Vidhyalay, North East Delhi

I congratulate and appreciate the efforts to organise first session 
on NPDRR. We need to have joint and constant efforts so that 
DRR can be seen at local level and with active participation of  
stakeholders. 

– Shri Surya Narayan Patro,
Minister Revenue and Disaster Management, Odisha
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The First Session on National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (NPDRR) was organised 
by Ministry of  Home Affairs, Government of  India on May 13–14, 2013. The Children 
Coalition India agencies (UNICEF, Plan, Save the Children, SEEDS, RED R and AIDMI) 
with the support from organisers push the participation of  children in NPDRR for effective 
actions at local level.

Government and above-mentioned agencies puts a lot of  effort towards the safety of  children 
against disasters. Child's Right to Safer Schools Campaign is AIDMI's contribution to the 
national efforts. AIDMI strives to link local communities to national and international levels 
of  risk reduction, relief  and long-term recovery policies and programmes.  

NATIONAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION, 2013

1. Include Disaster Risk 
1Reduction  PLANNING AND PRACTICE! 

2. Schools and and avoid using 
them as 

3. Both, safety need 
to be accorded due priority – for Schools, ICDS, and Hospitals / 
PHCs

4. Children’s (0 18 years) 
needs should be met! Specific needs are currently not addressed in 

2Relief, Recovery and Preparedness initiatives – especially focusing on social inclusion

5. Treat 

6. Gather information of by natural hazards and humanmade 
disasters 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG IN ALL 
(

)

MUST BE SAFE ACCESSIBLE; 
TEMPORARY SHELTERS

NON-STRUCTURAL and STRUCTURAL 

AGE APPROPRIATE 
and GENDER-SPECIFIC (

)

MALNUTRITION as a SEVERE HUMANITARIAN CRISIS! (
)

CHILDREN IMPACTED 
(

)

Children 10-18 
years can play an active role in DRR knowledge and practice

to 2, 3-5, 6-14, 15-

Universal Birth Registration, Age-appropriate data about children impacted in 
humanitarian crisis and disaster induced migration - is not existent– ref. UNCRC latest report

48% of children under 5s 
lives need to be saved! This is a disaster and development concern

1 Disaster Risk Reduction includes Climate Change Adaptation;
2 Social inclusion means children with special needs, minorities, scheduled tribes and castes

Children Charter of DRR and CCA

ALL INDIA

DISASTER MITIGATION INSTITUTE
There's a plan
for every child.
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For more information: bestteam@aidmi.org, www.aidmi.org
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AIDMI shared the experience of risk transfer through microinsurance with NPDRR audience.


